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Many Voices, A Common Goal

Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is a communicable disease 
that can be cured with drugs that are available free of charge. But 
while drugs can cure the disease, they alone cannot erase the social 
stigma and discrimination that are the legacy of centuries of myths and 
misconceptions about leprosy.

The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness and call for 
an end to the discrimination that persons affected by leprosy continue 
to face. Initiated in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, the WHO Goodwill 
Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, the Appeal is released every 
January to coincide with World Leprosy Day.

Each year, the Appeal is supported by an influential partner, building 
solidarity across a wide range of sectors and ensuring that its message 
reaches far and wide.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Global Appeal. Over the past 
two decades, it has brought together many voices united by a common 
goal: a world in which persons affected by leprosy can live in dignity, free 
from discrimination and able to enjoy all their basic human rights.



2006
World leaders and Nobel 
Peace Prize laureates
New Delhi, India

2007
Representatives of persons 
affected by leprosy around 
the world
Manila, Philippines

2008
International human rights 
organizations
London, UK

2009
World’s religious leaders
London, UK

2010
World’s business leaders
Mumbai, India

2011
World’s leading universities
Beijing, China

2012
Members of the World 
Medical Association
Sao Paulo, Brazil

2013
Members of the International 
Bar Association
London, UK

2014
National human rights 
organizations
Jakarta, Indonesia

2015
International Council of 
Nurses
Tokyo, Japan

2016
Junior Chamber International
Tokyo, Japan

2017
Inter-Parliamentary Union
New Delhi, India

2022
World’s philanthropic 
organizations
Online

2023
Participants and organizers 
of International Symposium 
at the Vatican on Hansen’s 
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Vatican City

2024
WHO
Geneva, Switzerland

2025
Ministries of Health in 
Leprosy Priority Countries
Bhubaneswar, India

2018
Disabled Peoples’ 
International
New Delhi, India

2019
International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC)
New Delhi, India

2020
International Paralympic 
Committee
Tokyo, Japan

2021
International Trade Union 
Confederation
Online
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To End Stigma and Discrimination 
against People Affected by Leprosy 
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Sarat Kumar Dutta
India 

"Every person is born free and equal
in dignity and human rights." :�

Many people think that leprosy no longer exists.
But it does - and also the stigma and

discrimination it causes.

Discrimination against people affected by leprosy is
one of the oldest and most pervasive examples of
social injustice in the history of the human race.

Even today, millions of men, women and children
continue to suffer social, economic and legal 

discrimination, simply because they or a family
member have had leprosy.

Leprosy is a curable disease. Yet misguided notions
about leprosy persist, with devastating 

consequences for those thus stigmatized.

Denying the inherent human rights of anyone on
the basis of disease is indefensible. 

Discrimination can never be justified.

Silence on this issue is not acceptable.

We urge you to join us in the fight to end
this social injustice.

Together, let us create a society in which
every individual is free and equal

in dignity and human rights.

Global Appeal 2007 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, 
WHO Goodwill Ambassador for the Elimination of Leprosy,

endorsed and co-signed by leaders of People Affected
by Leprosy around the world. 

January 29, 2007
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Yohei Sasakawa 
WHO Goodwill Ambassador for 
the Elimination of Leprosy 
Chairman, The Nippon Foundation

•· From the First Article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 
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Contact The Nippon Foundation (http://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp or fax 81362295602) for more information.
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DPI Angola,
Associacao Nacional De 

Deficientes Angolanos (ANDA)

DPI Benin,
Federation des Associations 
des Personnes Handicapees

du Benin (FAPHB)

DPI Burkina Faso,
Fédération Burkinabè des 

Associations pour la Promotion 
des Personnes Handicapées 

(FEBAH)

DPI Burundi,
Union des Personnes 

Handicapees du Burundi 
(UPHB)

DPI Cameroon,
Plateforme Inclusive Society for 

Person with Disabilities 
(PISPWD)

DPI Cape Verde,
Associacao Caboverdana de 

Deficientes (ACD)

DPI Chad,
Union Nationale des 

Associations des Personnes 
Handicapées du Tchad 

(UNAPHT)

DPI Congo,
Union National des 

Associations des Personnes 
Handicapées du Congo 

(UNHACO)

DPI Democratic
Republic of Congo,

Centre Intercommunautaire 
Congolais pour les Personnes 

avec Handicap (CICPH)

DPI Ethiopia,
Federation of Ethiopian 
National Associations of 
Persons with Disabilities 

(FENAPD)

DPI Gabon,
Fédération Nationale des 
Associations des et pour 

Personnes Handicapées du 
Gabon (FNAPHG)

DPI Gambia,
Gambia Federation of the 

Disabled (GFD)

DPI Ghana,
Ghana Federation of the 

Disabled (GFD)

DPI Guinea Bissau,
Federação das Associações de 

Defesa e Promoção dos 
Direitos das pessoas com 

Deficiência da Guinéé-Bissau 
(FADPD)

DPI Guinea Conakry,
Fédération Guinéenne
Pour La Promotion Des 

Associations De Personnes 
Handicapees (FEGUIPAH)

DPI Ivory Coast,
Confédération des 

Organisations des Personnes 
Handicapées de Côte d’Ivoire 

(COPHCI)

DPI Kenya,
United Disabled Persons of 

Kenya (UDPK)

DPI Lesotho,
Lesotho National Federation Of 
Organizations Of The Disabled 

(LNFOD)

DPI Liberia,
National Union of Disabled 

(NUOD)

DPI Madagascar,
Platforme des Federations des 

Personnes Hadicapees de 
Madagascar (PFPH)

DPI Malawi,
Federation of Disability 
Organizations of Malawi 

(FEDOMA)

DPI Mali,
Federation Malienne des 

Associations de Handicapes

DPI Mauritius,
Voice of DPI

DPI Niger,
Fédération Nigerienne des 

Personnes Handicapées (FNPH)

DPI Nigeria,
National President, Joint 
National Association Of 
Persons With Disabilities 

(JONAPWD)

DPI Senegal,
Sénégalaise des Associations 
de Personnes Handicapées

DPI Sierra Leone,
Disability Awareness Action 

Group (DAAG)

DPI South Sudan,
South Sudan Union of Persons 

with Disabilities

DPI Tanzania,
Tanzania Federation of 

Disabled People’s 
Organizations (SHIVYAWATA)

DPI Togo,
Fédération des Associations de 

Personnes Togolaise 
Handicapées (FETAPH)

DPI Zambia,
Zambia Federation of the 

Disabled (ZAFOD)

DPI Egypt,
Seven Million Disabled (FAPH)

DPI Iraq,
People Association in Baghdad

DPI Jordan,
Disability Equality Society

DPI Lebanon,
Lebanese Physical 

Handicapped Union

DPI Libya,
Libyan Organization

for the Rights of People
with Disabilities

DPI Mauritania,
The Mauritanian Association
for the coalition of women

with disabilities

DPI Morocco,
Morocco Forum

“Disabilities and Rights”

DPI Palestine,
Great Palestinian Union

for People with Disabilities

DPI Sudan,
Edraak Organization for 
Persons with Disabilities

DPI Syria,
Cultural Forum for people with 

special needs in Syria

DPI Tunisia,
Tunisienne de Defense des 

Droits de Personnes 
Handicapees 

DPI Yemen,
Al Saeeda Society for the Care 

and Rehabilitation of
Deaf Girls in Yemen

DPI Afghanistan,
Afghan Landmine Survivors

Organization (ALSO)

DPI Australia,
Australian Federation

of Disability Organisations
(AFDO)

DPI Bhutan,
Disabled Persons’ Association 

of Bhutan (DPAB)

DPI Combodia,
Cambodian Disabled People’s 

Organization (CDPO)

DPI Cook Islands,
Cook Islands National Disability 

Council

DPI Fiji,
Fiji Disabled Peoples 

Federation (FDPF)

DPI India,
National Centre for Promotion 
of Employment for Disabled 

People (NCPEDP)

DPI Indonesia,
Gerakan Peduli Disabilitas Dan 

Lepra Indonesia (GPDLI)

DPI Laos,
Lao Disabled People’s 

Association

DPI Malaysia,
Malaysian Confederation of the 

Disabled

DPI Maldives,
Maldives Association of 

Physical Disables (MAPD)

DPI FS Micronesia,
Pohnpei Consumer 

Organization, Federated State 
of Micronesia (FSM)

DPI Mongolia,
Disabled Peoples International 

of Mongolia

DPI Nepal,
National Federation of the 

Disabled Nepal (NFDN)

DPI New Zealand,
Disabled Persons Assembly Inc.

(DPANZ)

DPI Pakistan,
Pakistan Disable People’s 

International (PDPI)/ Estanara 
Group

DPI Papua New Guinea,
PNG National Assembly of 

Disabled People (PNG ADP)

DPI Palau,
OMEKESANG Association

DPI Philippines,
National Federation of Persons 

with disabilities in the 
Philippines

DPI Samoa,
National Council of People with 
Disabilities in Samoa/Nuanua o 

le Alofa (N.O.L.A)

DPI Singapore,
Disabled People’s Association 

(DPA)

DPI Solomon Islands,
People with Disabilities 

Solomon Islands (PWDSI)

DPI Sri Lanka,
Disability Organizations Joint 

Front (DOJF)

DPI Vanuatu,
Disability Promotion & 

Advocacy (DPA)

DPI Vietnam,
Hanoi Association of People 

with Disabilities

DPI Azerbaijan,
Society “For International 
Cooperation of Disabled 

People” (FİCDP) 

DPI Turkmenistan,
Central Athletic Sports Club for 
the Disabled of Turkmenistan

DPI Uzbekistan,
Consultative Council of DPOs in 

Uzbekistan

DPI Costa Rica,
Federación Costarricense de 
Organizaciones de Personas 

con Discapacidad

DPI El Salvador,
Asociación Cooperativa de 
Grupo Independiente Pro 

Rehabilitación Integral 
(ACOGIPRI)

DPI Guatemala,
Coordinadora de 

Organizaciones de Personas 
con Discapacidad de 

Guatemala (COPDIGUA)

DPI Honduras,
Fundación Hondureña de 

Rehabilitación e integración del 
limitado (FUHRIL)

DPI Mexico,
Confederación Mexicana de 

Limitados Físicosy 
Representantes de Deficientes 

Mentales a.c.

DPI Nicaragua,
Organización de 

Revolucionarios Discapacitados 
(ORD)

DPI Panama,
Asociacion Nacional De 

Personas Impedidas (ANPI)

DPI Antigua & Barbuda, 
Antigua & Barbuda Association 

of Persons with Disabilities 
(ABAPD)

DPI Bahamas,
Disabled Persons’ Organization 

(DPO)

DPI Barbados,
Barbados National 

Organization of the Disabled 
Inc. (BARNOD Inc.)

DPI Belize,
Belize Assembly for Persons 

with Diverse Abilities (BAPDA)

DPI Dominica,
Dominica Association of 

Persons with Disabilities Inc. 
(DAPD Inc.)

DPI Guyana,
Guyana Council of 

Organisation for Persons with 
Disabilities (GCOPD)

DPI Haiti,
Network Association for the 

Integration of Disabled Persons 
(RANIPH)

DPI Jamaica,
Combined Disabilities 

Association (CDA)

DPI Montserrat,
Montserrat Association for 

Persons with Disabilities Inc. 
(MAPD Inc.)

DPI St. Lucia,
National Council of/for Persons 

with Disabilities (NCPD)

DPI Trinidad and Tobago, 
Trinidad and Tobago Chapter 

of Disabled People’s 
International (TTDPI)

DPI United States,
United States International 

Council on Disabilities (USICD)

DPI Bangladesh,
Protibondhi Nagorik 

Shangathaner
Parishad (PNSP)

Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI) is an organization
open to persons with disabilities of any kind.

Our goal is an inclusive society in which everyone has rights and can participate in society.
Both DPI and The Nippon Foundation are committed to this goal.

“Nothing about us without us” is the guiding principle of our activities to realize an inclusive society.
 DPI pledges to work together with the leprosy community to

raise awareness of the disease to encourage
a proper understanding of leprosy and respect for the human rights

of the individuals and families it affects. 
We will work together with persons affected by leprosy to speak out and 

advocate for greater social participation.
In working towards our common goal of an inclusive society, 

we will share knowledge and experience with persons affected by leprosy.  
Together with persons affected by leprosy, 

we call on society for the protection of our rights and for equal opportunity. 

To End Stigma and Discrimination
Against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Global Appeal 2018

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman

The Nippon Foundation

Javed Abidi
Global Chair

Disabled Peoples’ International

 
Launched in New Delhi, India, on January 30, 2018, Global Appeal 2018 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Japanese Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy, and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.

2018
Disabled Peoples’ 

International

New Delhi, India



GLOBAL APPEAL 2019

Sunil Bharti Mittal
Honorary Chair, 
International Chamber of Commerce 

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman,
The Nippon Foundation

 Launched in New Delhi, India, on January 30, 2019, Global Appeal 2019 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Japanese Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy, and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.

To End Stigma and Discrimination Against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Each year, thousands of people are newly diagnosed with leprosy. 

Depending on their circumstances, they will join other persons affected by the disease
who face multiple forms of discrimination and barriers to their participation in society. 

In order to combat this discrimination, it is necessary to demystify leprosy
by promoting accurate information—namely that leprosy is curable, that treatment is free and

that there is no reason to marginalize anyone with the disease.

Success on this front also requires working to build a more inclusive society.

As the world business organization, the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) works to
create solutions for sustainable economic growth for the benefit of all through a commitment to

international trade, responsible business conduct and a global approach to regulation.

By drawing on our global network of 45 million companies in over 100 countries,
we develop and advocate inclusive approaches to important challenges,

with the objective of making business work for everyone, every day, everywhere.    

That includes those affected by leprosy because everyone deserves a chance to fulfil his or her potential,
and the barriers of stigma and discrimination should not be allowed to limit their opportunities. 

Together with The Nippon Foundation and other stakeholders, the ICC is committed to
a truly inclusive society in which the rights of each individual are respected

and every person can live with dignity. 
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Afghanistan 

ICC
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Argentina

ICC
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Hong Kong
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Jordan
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Mexico
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Netherlands
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New Zealand
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Nigeria
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Peru
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Philippines
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Poland
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Portugal
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Qatar
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Saudi Arabia

ICC
Serbia

ICC
Singapore

ICC
Slovakia

ICC
Slovenia

ICC
South Africa

ICC
Spain

ICC
Sri Lanka

ICC
Sweden

ICC
Switzerland

ICC
Syria

ICC
Thailand

ICC
Turkey

ICC
Ukraine

ICC
United Arab 

Emirates

ICC
United

Kingdom

ICC
United States

ICC
Uruguay

2019
International Chamber of 

Commerce (ICC)

New Delhi, India



Andrew Parsons
President,
International Paralympic Committee 

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman,
The Nippon Foundation

Leprosy is a curable disease. 
But it is not just a simple health issue. 

Many people affected by the disease are marginalized
because of stigma and discrimination. 

Their opportunities in life are restricted, even after being cured. 

Society’s prejudice has a negative impact on their families, too.
 
The International Paralympic Committee aspires to
a more inclusive society for people through Para sport. 

It aims to challenge stereotypes and transform attitudes,
breaking down social barriers toward people with a disability.

Diversity and inclusion are core to what the IPC stands for.

We are committed to the creation of a just and 
equitable society.

In this Paralympic year 2020, we stand with persons affected 
by leprosy in calling for an end to stigma and discrimination.

Together we seek to realize a society that respects the human 
dignity and fundamental freedoms of all its members.

GLOBAL APPEAL 2020 
To End Stigma and Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Afghanistan Algeria Andorra Angola Antigua and Barbuda Argentina Armenia Aruba

Australia Austria Azerbaijan Bahrain Barbados Belarus Belgium Benin

Bermuda Bhutan Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Botswana Brazil Brunei Bulgaria Burkina Faso

Burundi Cambodia Cameroon Canada Cape Verde Central African 
Republic

Chile China

Chinese Taipei Colombia Comoros Congo Costa Rica Côte d'Ivoire Croatia Cuba

Cyprus Czech Republic Denmark Djibouti Dominican Republic DR Congo Ecuador Egypt

El Salvador Estonia Ethiopia Faroe Islands Fiji Finland France

Gabon Gambia Georgia Germany Ghana Great Britain Greece Grenada

Guatemala Guinea Guinea-Bissau Guyana Haiti Honduras Hong Kong Hungary

Iceland India Indonesia Iran Iraq Ireland Israel Italy

Jamaica Japan Jordan Kazakhstan Kenya Kiribati Korea Korea DPR

Kuwait Kyrgyzstan Laos Latvia Lebanon Lesotho Liberia Libya

Liechtenstein Lithuania Luxembourg Macau Madagascar Malawi Malaysia Maldives

Mali Malta Mauritius Mexico Moldova Mongolia Montenegro Morocco

Mozambique Myanmar Namibia Nepal Netherlands New Zealand Nicaragua Niger

Nigeria North Macedonia Norway Oman Pakistan Palestine Panama

Papua New Guinea Paraguay Peru Philippines Poland Portugal Puerto Rico Qatar

Refugee Para 
(lympic) Team

Romania Russia Rwanda Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines

Samoa San Marino Sao Tome and 
Principe

Saudi Arabia Senegal Serbia Seychelles Sierra Leone Singapore Slovakia Slovenia

Solomon Islands Somalia South Africa Spain Sri Lanka Sudan Suriname Sweden

Switzerland Syria Tajikistan Tanzania Thailand Timor-Leste Togo Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago Tunisia Turkey Turkmenistan U.S. Virgin Islands Uganda Ukraine United Arab Emirates

United States of 
America

Uruguay Uzbekistan Vanuatu Venezuela Vietnam Yemen Zambia Zimbabwe

About Global Appeal
The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness of leprosy and to call for an end to the discrimination against persons affected by leprosy. First launched in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill 

Ambassador forLeprosy Elimination and  chairman of The Nippon Foundation, it is issued every January to coincide with World Leprosy Day, and endorsed each year by world leaders and organizations in 
different fields, including religion, business, education, medicine, and law. Launched in Tokyo, Japan on January 27, 2020, Global Appeal in its 15th year is endorsed by the International Paralympic Committee.

2020
International Paralympic 

Committee

Tokyo, Japan



2021
International Trade Union 

Confederation

Online



GLOBAL
APPEAL 2022

Global Appeal to End Stigma

and Discrimination against

Persons A	ected by Leprosy

In recent times, we have seen how fear of disease has changed people’s behavior, 
creating divisions in society and widening inequalities. 

Leprosy, or Hansen’s disease, has had this e	ect. 

It is one of the world’s oldest recorded infectious diseases. In the past, people with leprosy were ostracized
out of fear of infection. It was seen by some as a divine punishment or a curse.

Leprosy is now curable, but myths and misconceptions remain.

Even today, persons a	ected by leprosy and their families continue to face social rejection in various parts of the world, 
and this has been made harder to bear by the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.

As foundations, we are committed to contributing to the public good.

Addressing social injustice and building a better world is at the heart of what we do.

Discrimination against persons a	ected by leprosy and their families is an issue of human rights.

No one should be stigmatized on the basis of a disease.

In the spirit of philanthropy, we call for a society in which everyone can live a dignified life enjoying all their basic rights.

About Global Appeal 
The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness of leprosy and to 
call for an end to the discrimination against persons affected by leprosy. 
Initiated in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy 
Elimination and chairman of The Nippon Foundation, it is issued every January 

to coincide with World Leprosy Day. Each year it is endorsed by different 
individuals or organizations in fields including business, education, health, human 
rights and the law. Endorsed by the world’s philanthropic foundations, Global 
Appeal 2022 is the 17th appeal in the series.
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GLOBAL APPEAL 2023
to End Stigma and Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy

This year marks the 150th anniversary of Dr. G.H. Armauer Hansen’s discovery of the bacillus that causes leprosy.

Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is now a curable disease. 
With early detection and treatment, disability associated with leprosy can be prevented.

Multidrug therapy, the cure for leprosy, is available free of charge throughout the world. 
But drugs alone are not enough to overcome social and economic discrimination.

To complete the healing process, we must cultivate the human family’s innate vocation to fraternity and recognize 
that all human beings are brothers and sisters, equal in dignity.

Today, as the 70th World Leprosy Day, established by Raoul Follereau in 1954, approaches, we stand with persons  
affected by Hansen’s disease. 
We join them in working for a world free from the stigma associated with the disease and for an end to social injustice.

Let all of us play our part in realizing an inclusive society in which no one is left behind.

Love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:39)

Cardinal Michael Czerny, S.J.
Prefect, 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development

Pierre-Yves Thiebault
President, 
Raoul Follereau Foundation

Antonio Lissoni
President, 
Italian Association Amici di Raoul Follerea

Yohei Sasakawa
WHO Goodwill Ambassador 
for Leprosy Elimination 
Chairman, The Nippon Foundation

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General, 
World Health Organization

Alice Cruz
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy 
and Their Family Members

Al Kadri
PerMaTa Indonesia, Indonesia

Alberto Roggi
Damien Foundation, Belgium

Amar Bahadur Timalsina
IDEA Nepal, Nepal

Anil Fastenau
German Leprosy and Tuberculosis 
Relief Association (GLRA), Germany

Artur Custódio Moreira de 
Sousa
MORHAN, Brazil

Atsushi Sunami
Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Japan

Elisabeth Nilsson
Scandinavia-Japan Sasakawa 
Foundation, Sweden

Fabrizio Bozzato
Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Japan

Francisco Faustino Pinto
MORHAN, Brazil

Gaurab Sen
Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation, 
India

Geoff Warne
International Federation of 
Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP), 
Switzerland

Gladis Estela Llano Uribe
Fundación Villa Bernarda, Colombia

Maya Ranavare
Association of People Affected by 
Leprosy (APAL), India

Michael Forbes Smith
St Francis Leprosy Guild, UK

Michael Mann
The Sovereign Military Order of Malta, 
Italy 

Michelangelo Casano
Voglio Vivere, Italy

Narasimha Rao Potharaju
International Leprosy Association, 
India

Natalia Carolina Mendez 
Pulido
GLRA Colombia, Colombia

Bawani Chelliah
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, 
Sri Lanka

Benedict Okoe Quao
Ghana Health Service, Ghana

Bill Simmons
American Leprosy Missions, USA

Brent Morgan
The Leprosy Mission International, UK

Carlos Alberto Abelheira da 
Silva
MORHAN, Brazil

Clare Barton
St Francis Leprosy Guild, UK

Iñigo Lasa
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