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Autumn Leaves

Greetings from The Nippon Foundation. Ginkgo trees (Ginkgo biloba) are one of
the symbols of the transition from fall to winter in Tokyo and much of Japan, with
the leaves changing color from green to a bright golden yellow before falling to the
ground from late November to early December. The trees grow to be quite tall,
creating a majestic image and producing large quantities of fallen leaves that
create a golden carpet underneath the trees. One of the most popular spots for
enjoying the leaves in central Tokyo is the Meiji Jingu Gaien park area, where more
than 100 ginkgo trees line both sides of 300-meter section of road known as
“Ginko Avenue.” The ginkgo tree is the official tree of Tokyo and an image of the
leaf is the city’s official symbol. In professional sumo, wrestlers in the two highest
divisions wear their hair in a distinctive topknot shaped to resemble the ginkgo leaf.
Although the large seeds can cause an allergic reaction when handled raw with
their skins still on, the inner ginkgo nuts are used in Japanese cuisine and when
grilled with salt are a popular snack with beer or sake.
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The Nippon Zaidan Building, the Foundation’s head office building, with ginkgo
trees in the foreground (left) and a nearby remaining portion of the outer moat of
Edo Castle (now the Imperial Palace) with ginkgo trees growing in the
background (right)

Please note that The Nippon Foundation will be closed from 12:00 noon on Friday,
December 26, 2025, to Sunday, January 4, 2026. We would like to extend our best
wishes for the holiday season and new year to all of our readers.
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Awareness Survey of 18-Year-Olds — Japan’s First
Female Prime Minister

1.3% of respondents have ‘apprehensions’ about new prime minister being a woman,
more than 80% have ‘expectations for Japan to change’

Auvareness Surueys of

The 74th installment of the Awareness Survey of 18-Year-Olds, on the theme of
“Japan’s First Female Prime Minister,” was carried out in early November, roughly
three weeks after Sanae Takaichi took office as Japan'’s first female prime minister.
When asked their impressions of Japan having its first female prime minister,
roughly 36% of all respondents, and 44% of female respondents, replied that they
had a “new sense of hope.” In addition, 20% cited a “feeling that Japan has made a
historical advance,” while only 1.3% had a “feeling of apprehension about the new
prime minister being a woman.”

Full Article

Creating International Standards for Technology
Developed Through MEGURI2040

Toward social implementation of fully autonomous navigation

The Nippon Foundation held a briefing at a meeting of the International Organization
for Standardization in Kobe to introduce the MEGURI2040 Fully Autonomous Ship
Program, launched in February 2020 with the aims of addressing crew shortages in
Japan’s domestic shipping industry and increasing ship safety, to specialists from
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around the world. The meeting was of the ISO’s technical subcommittee that will be
responsible for setting international standards for autonomous navigation systems.

Full Article

Japan’s 1st Dual-Fueled Hydrogen Tugboat Enters
Service

Tugboat decarbonization to contribute to carbon-neutral port (CNP) concept

The Hydrogen Engine Zero Emission Vessels Consortium has been promoting
development as part of The Nippon Foundation Zero Emission Ship Project, and on
October 15 received delivery of the tugboat TEN-OH. The vessel's BEH2YDRO
hydrogen dual-fueled engines reduce CO2 emissions by roughly 60% compared
with tugboats using conventional fossil fuels, and the high-pressure, large-capacity
hydrogen gas storage system makes it possible to convert hydrogen to fuel while
maintaining the same level of navigation functionality as when conventional fuel is
used.

Full Article

Yohei Sasakawa Blog
Honorary Chair of The Nippon Foundation

Japanese Trio Wins Second Litter-Picking_“SpoGomi” World Cup in Tokyo [2025/12/12]

Carnivorous "Death-Ball" Sponge Among_30 New Deep-Sea Species Discovered Near Antarctica
Under Ocean Census Project (2) [2025/12/08]

Carnivorous "Death-Ball" Sponge Among_30 New Deep-Sea Species Discovered Near Antarctica
Under Ocean Census Project (1) [2025/12/05]

[Photo Diary] (3)_Visit to the United States, and Antigua and Barbuda [2025/12/01]

[Photo Diary] (2)_Visit to the United States, and Antigua and Barbuda [2025/11/28]

[Photo Diary] (1)_Visit to the United States, and Antigua and Barbuda [2025/11/27]

The Nippon Foundation, DeepStar Sign Third MOU to Promote Decarbonization in Offshore Oil,
Natural Gas Development [2025/11/20]
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Only 20% of Japanese Youths Support Maintaining the Law Requiring Married Couples to Have
the Same Surname: Poll [2025/11/11]

Yohei Sasakawa Blog Top Page

Please send your comments or suggestions by e-mail to

The Nippon Foundation Global Communications Team

Email : info_global _communication@ps.nippon-foundation.or.jp
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